Are you ready to take the next step
in your Christian walk and publicly
share your commitment to Christ?

BAPTISM IS
ABOUT YOU
MAKING
A STAND,
AND US
CELEBRATING
WITH YOU.

movement
Rights of passage are important in
life. Whether it’s a lawyer passing
exams and being admitted to the Bar
or an immigrant receiving citizenship,
these moments are significant. They
represent a need to mark the entry into
a new body of people. For Christians,
our main right of passage into faith is
Baptism.

what is baptism?
The practice of dunking someone in water goes back a long way. One of the
earliest images we have of it is when Israel is fleeing from Egypt in the Exodus.
Hemmed in by the Egyptian army on one side, and the Red Sea on the other,
God parts the waters and they walk through it to safety on the other side. The
symbolism of this act is important. They start on one side of the water as
slaves shadowed by death and they come out the other side as a free people
delivered by God.
This miraculous deliverance happened again in the Exodus, when God’s people
crossed the Jordan River on dry ground. Then almost 1500 years later a
prophet named John is in Israel and baptising people in the same Jordan River
when Jesus the Messiah comes along and asks to be baptised. John objects
to this and the conversation goes like this: “I’m the one who needs to be
baptised, not you!” But Jesus insisted. “Do it. God’s work, putting things right
all these centuries, is coming together right now in this baptism.” So John did
it.” Mathew 3:13-15. In the years and centuries after this event, because Jesus
was baptised in water, His disciples followed His example.
Then the early church leader, Paul, takes up the image of God’s people passing
through the Red Sea and the Jordan River and connects this with what Jesus
did on the cross.
“Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptised into Christ Jesus were
baptised into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Father, we too may live a new life.” Romans 6:3-4
Paul is saying that the same thing that happened to Israel in the exodus is
happening again, but now through Jesus. Through Him, we die to who we were
as slaves to sin, and become a new people, free and saved. Baptism in water
is the symbolic way we express that.

what
changes?
When someone gets baptised, there
are two main dimensions to what
changes.

VERTICAL
There is a change of relationship
between us and God. Where we
used to be stuck in our sins and
selfishness, far from God, we are
now considered His sons and
daughters. Galatians 3:26-27

HORIZONTAL
There is a change of relationship
between us and the church.
Christianity was never meant to
be done alone, and when you get
baptised, you get baptised into a
family. This means that you now
have a whole bunch of people who
are going to pray and look out for
you. It also means that we need you
to help shape us. Your participation
in our family, through prayer, service
and worship makes us more like
Christ. 1 Corinthians 12:12-13
This is why we strongly encourage
everyone who is baptised to
become members here at BBC

what happens?
THERE ARE THREE THINGS THAT HAPPEN:
1. Because baptism is a public confession of what God has done in you, we
encourage you to say a few words about your journey to faith and what
God means to you. It doesn’t have to be long or fancy, it just needs to be
you. And because our church is a bit bigger, we tend to pre-record this
with you so that it can be shown on video on the day, and then shared with
anyone you know who wasn’t able to make it.

so why
water?
There is something special about doing
physical things to express a spiritual
reality. We wear wedding rings to
symbolise our marriage vows, and we
shake hands to symbolise connection.
Going under water is the way we
symbolically express the same journey
of the Exodus and dying to self, before
rising as a new creation, given life by
Jesus.

2. On the day we will have you come up on stage, enter our baptismal pool
and we will ask you whether you trust in Jesus as your Lord and Savior.
Once you say yes, we will baptise you, then spend a few minutes praying
for you.
3. Once that is done, you get out of the pool, towel off and then celebrate
with your friends and family. Easy

FAQ
4. What do I wear?
•

Pretty much anything you feel comfortable in as long as you have some
sort of pants and top on (ie boardies and a dark t-shirt).

5. Who baptises me?
•

One of our pastors will do most of it, but if you have any special friends,
family, or mentors who you want to participate, then that is fine too.

6. What should I bring?
•

A spare change of clothes to change into and a towel.

7. How do I know if I should get baptised?
•

Remember Baptism is best seen as a right of passage into faith. So if you
believe in Jesus Christ, trust in Him alone for your life and salvation, and
want to follow Him with the help of those around you, then baptism is for
you. Even if you have believed this for years, but have never been baptised,
then now is your chance.
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