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SERIES: AMOS: BRINGING HEAVEN TO EARTH
DATE: SUNDAY. MARCH 22ND, 2020
SPEAKER: CRAIG VERNALL

HI EVERYONE,

So many things have changed in such a short space of time for us all. Let’s use this time of self isolation to pause and 
draw strength by reflecting upon and discussion about God’s word in the book of Amos.

Q. If you were able to watch Craig’s sermon, what is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message?

Remember that the call of the prophet is the call to examine your life deeply in light of God’s commands and priorities. 
God’s instructions require us to be ever mindful of how we can best create a society that serves everyone. Be they 
someone born into poverty or struggling with a disability. We’re all made in the image of God and therefore have 
“intrinsic” value.

Intrinsic value is something that has value in itself. The value or worth that it has is inherent in its very existence. 
Because we are all made in the image of God, it is God who gives to us His own value. We’re priceless!

It’s with this embrace of God’s values that we should view each other and the world in which we live. Let’s pray and 
trust that in these days of Covid19 we can respond towards each other with love and mutual respect.

SARCASM.

The 10 tribes of Israel have turned their back on God And are worshipping the golden calves of Canaan. Amos 
challenges the Israelites with dripping sarcasm by telling them to worship their foreign gods with enthusiasm. Yet 
within this passage we see the failure of Israel.

“Come to Bethel—and transgress; to Gilgal—and multiply transgression; bring your sacrifices every morning, your tithes 
every three days; bring a thank offering of leavened bread, and proclaim freewill offerings, publish them; for so you love 
to do, O people of Israel! says the Lord God.” Amos 4:4-5.
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Let’s unpack this some more. Bethel is a city where King Jeroboam had set up one of the Golden calves to worship. 
(1Kings12:28-30)

Gilgal was the place where God made a covenant with his people through the sign of circumcision. (1 Samuel 
11:14,12:25) But now it’s a high place set apart to worship foreign gods. So these towns are now for the worship of 
Canaanite gods. Sarcastically, Amos tells the Israelites to worship there and to brings tithes every 3 days.

The “leavened bread” is bread made with yeast. Yeast was a symbol for sin. The small yeast seed causes bread to 
ferment and rise before cooking. Unleavened bread which symbolised purity was the bread used in right worship.

Furthermore, Amos encourages the Israelites to brag about their “free will offerings”. These are offerings above the 
set 10% (tithe). These free will gifts were only true worship because they were to be between God and the worshipper. 
Certainly not to be published and therefore winning

people’s praise. Amos is mocking their worship method and exposing the hypocrisy and impurity of it all.

Q. What do you make of Amos’ way of exposing and challenging the Israelite’ worship?

NATURE CRIES OUT

In Amos 4:6-10 the prophet aligns the bad weather experiences with God’s increasing frustration. Read how Amos 
description increases with levels of intensity as bad goes to worse for the disobedient people.

“I gave you empty stomachs in every city and lack of bread in every town, yet you have not returned to me,”declares the 
Lord.

“I also withheld rain from you when the harvest was still three months away. I sent rain on one town, but withheld it from 
another. One field had rain; another had none and dried up.

People staggered from town to town for water but did not get enough to drink, yet you have not returned to me, declares 
the Lord.

9 “Many times I struck your gardens and vineyards, destroying them with blight and mildew. Locusts devoured your fig 
and olive trees, yet you have not returned to me,” declares the Lord.

10 “I sent plagues among you as I did to Egypt.I killed your young men with the sword, along with your captured horses. I 
filled your nostrils with the stench of your camps, yet you have not returned to me,” declares the Lord.” Amos 4:6-10.

When consistently bad weather events are suggested to be God’s judgment it will challenge the scientific world view 
that writes God out of the weather picture. Yet scientists cannot say when a destructive cyclone will occur. At best 
they can describe the conditions that preempt a cyclone.

Q. How do you interpret weather as a sign of Gods blessing?

Especially in light of Jesus comments which said:

“But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father 
who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.” 
Matthew 5:44-45

BAD WORSHIP

How can worship be bad? Simple! When motives are wrong. With God, who knows the heart; motives are everything. 
Jesus said of the Pharisees “These people honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.” Matthew 15:8.

“I hate, I despise your religious festivals; your assemblies are a stench to me. Even though you bring me burnt offerings 
and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them. 
Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps.” Amos 5:21-23

People have always been vulnerable to worshipping the event of worship rather than God who should be the center of 
our attention. Based upon Amos’ comments this temptation or sin has been a problem long before modern production 
systems became available. People have always had the ability to turn worship into something that God is not pleased 
with.
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During a church/worship experience it’s easy to over expect or under engage. Equally we can become overly 
impressed with the environment or maybe a gifted individual on stage.

Q. How do you keep your heart in a good place during a worship service?

Q. Why would God hate worship that just goes through the motions so much?

Q. Have you ever felt like you were just going through the motions in church?

The final passage I reflected upon was Amos 5:24. What a passage! It has to be one of my favourite scriptures 
because it captures so much of the heart of God.

“But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never- failing stream!” Amos 5:24.

This is a trigger statement for us during this unprecedented season in history. It’s a time to do a serious stock take of 
our direction in life.

Q. Are we orientated towards serving God by serving others? Or do we turn a blind eye?

Q. The Covid19 virus pandemic should cause us all to be aware of the vulnerable. What this looks like for you?

Please know that if you have any prayer needs you can text BBC Prayer to 4040 or call Reception and leave a message 
or email lifegroups@bethlehem.org.nz and we will pray for you or get in contact.


