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AMOS: BRINGING HEAVEN TO EARTH
DATE: SUNDAY, MARCH 15TH, 2020
SPEAKER: CRAIG VERNALL

OVER THE NEXT 4 WEEKS WE’LL LOOK INTO THE WORDS AND LIFE OF THE 
PROPHET AMOS.

Immediately, Amos gives us hope. A shepherd from the hills of Tekoa who wasn’t born to priestly privilege or 
responsibility. However, God raised him up to be a prophet to speak to both Israel and Judah. A prophet who would 
take the views and values of God and ensure that His people understood that they were falling short of God’s 
expectations…very short.

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AS A GROUP:

Q. What impacted you most this week’s message?

Q. Do you think we give God room to become people of influence from the margins of our society…people who are 
perceived insignificant in the eyes of society but used greatly by God?

Q. Can you think of someone you know whom God has raised up from a relatively obscure background?

I thought it was worth noting how Israel and Judah went from being one nation to becoming a divided nation in just 
three generations. How incredibly disappointing given their genesis as God’s people and the shared story they owned.

The split was set up when the new young king Rehoboam refused to lighten the load upon the nation’s workforce.

READ 1 KINGS 12:12-17.

“12 Three days later Jeroboam and all the people returned to Rehoboam, as the king had said, “Come back to me in three 
days.” 13 The king answered the people harshly. Rejecting the advice given him by the elders, 14 he followed the advice 
of the young men and said, “My father made your yoke heavy; I will make it even heavier. My father scourged you with 
whips; I will scourge you with scorpions.” 15 So the king did not listen to the people, for this turn of events was from the 
Lord, to fulfill the word the Lord had spoken to Jeroboam son of Nebat through Ahijah the Shilonite.
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16 When all Israel saw that the king refused to listen to them, they answered the king:

“What share do we have in David, what part in Jesse’s son? To your tents, Israel! Look after your own house, David!”

So the Israelites went home. 17 But as for the Israelites who were living in the towns of Judah, Rehoboam still ruled over 
them.”

Jeroboam led the rebellion from the northern tribes against Judah and Benjamin. His manipulation caused a stench 
of disgust to rise into the nostrils of the southern tribes. Once Jeroboams plan had been put in place the concrete set 
hard on the hatred between the divided tribes.

READ 1 KINGS 12:25-33.

“25 Then Jeroboam fortified Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim and lived there. From there he went out and built up 
Peniel.

26 Jeroboam thought to himself, “The kingdom will now likely revert to the house of David. 27 If these people go up to 
offer sacrifices at the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem, they will again give their allegiance to their lord, Rehoboam king 
of Judah. They will kill me and return to King Rehoboam.”

28 After seeking advice, the king made two golden calves. He said to the people, “It is too much for you to go up to 
Jerusalem. Here are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.” 29 One he set up in Bethel, and the other in Dan. 
30 And this thing became a sin; the people came to worship the one at Bethel and went as far as Dan to worship the 
other.

31 Jeroboam built shrines on high places and appointed priests from all sorts of people, even though they were not 
Levites. 32 He instituted a festival on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, like the festival held in Judah, and offered 
sacrifices on the altar. This he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves he had made. And at Bethel he also installed priests 
at the high places he had made. 33 On the fifteenth day of the eighth month, a month of his own choosing, he offered 
sacrifices on the altar he had built at Bethel. So he instituted the festival for the Israelites and went up to the altar to 
make offerings.”

Q. Are you confused or at least surprised as to how quickly the 10 nations can lose their story and turn to other 
Gods?

Q. Do you think New Zealand is in the process of losing its story? If so, how?

Q. What would have been your response if you were from the tribes of Judah or Benjamin?

The writings of Amos begin nearly 130 years later when Uzziah is King of Judah and ironically Jeroboam II is king of 
Israel. But the scene still remains with the division still intact.

God still sees both nations as belonging to him and sends his prophets to speak to both the nations at various times.

Amos’ prophecy is written in poetry form for the first 2 chapters. A repeated pattern that we’ll quickly see. This is a 
technique used to help people remember the words. Like a poem or a chant the words stick in your mind more easily 
in this form which is exactly what God wants!

Read through Amos 1:3 & Amos 2:3 and you’ll see this pattern of poetry and rebuke as Amos names the sins of the 
neighbouring cities and nations. What we see through Amos is that God holds nations collectively responsible for their 
actions. Regardless of whether they have the privilege of having His laws embedded within their history.

Q. Do you think this is reasonable for God to judge outside of his covenant people?

Q. What does this say about God’s sovereignty and his authority?

Of course, the first accusations by Amos against Judah are that they have continued to “reject the law of the Lord.”
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READ AMOS 2:4-5.

In spite of Israel’s defiant rebellion against God by worshipping other gods (golden calves) 130 years ago, Judah has 
also failed in its covenant commitment to God by “rejecting” the law. (Vs 2: 4) They too have been led away by false 
gods.

So, from God’s perspective both Israel and Judah are equally in rebellion against God. That’s why the prophets are sent 
in to save God’s people from themselves even though Israel “commanded the prophets not to prophesy” vs 2:12.

Commanding the prophets to be quiet is the self-centered response when no one wants to hear what’s being said 
because it’s uncomfortable.

Q. Have you ever found yourself in this place of putting your hands over your ears because you don’t like the 
message?

Q. What are the subjects that you’d command the prophet to be quiet about? Challenging question, aye?

So, what’s our responsibility to the prophet’s voice?

To draw our attention from the words of Amos back to ourselves, I reminded us of what the ancient Greek philosopher 
Socrates said. “The unexamined life is not worth living”.

ALSO, 2 CORINTHIANS 13:5 SAYS “EXAMINE YOURSELVES TO SEE WHETHER 
YOU ARE IN THE FAITH; TEST YOURSELVES. DO YOU NOT REALISE THAT 
CHRIST JESUS IS IN YOU- UNLESS, OF COURSE, YOU FAIL THE TEST?”

“Examine me O Lord and try me. Test my mind and my heart”. Psalm 26:2

Let’s agree with what the Holy Spirit is doing in your life through the word of the prophet or the word of scripture. Lest 
we be guilty of hardening our hearts towards God. (Hebrews 3:14-16)

As a response to this I mentioned how our Church carries a past, present and future commitment to being Jesus 
hands and feet to the nations and the local community.

A number of local projects are on the horizon which will help our community help those who need support.

But it’s the Hauora (health clinic) that’s the most ambitious and therefore very exciting. The goal being to partner 
with the surgery to provide a whole new premise that will allow them to serve the community. Whilst this is just in the 
earliest days of planning, the partnership is very solid between us and the Hauora. It’s a partnership we’ve been able to 
nurture over many years.

So please be praying into this project. For we all want to see God glorified through this project as we hear God’s heart 
for the vulnerable and work towards being Jesus feet and hands.

End your time as a group praying and seeking God about how you can partner with ministries like the Hauora Health 
Clinic or the Te Wharekura Secondary School Breakfast Program. For more information please contact Michaela 
Vernall.


