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Amos wasn’t making any friends as a prophet of God. But this is the occupational hazard of being a prophet. Being 
direct and accurate with God’s assessment of people’s lives is unlikely to leave one on the popular party guest list. So, 
it no surprise to find that Amos is once again targeting the powerful and wealthy in Amos chapter 6:1-2.

“Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on Mount Samaria, you notable men of the 
foremost nation, to whom the people of Israel come! Go to Kalneh and look at it; go from there to great Hamath, and 
then go down to Gath in Philistia. Are they better off than your two kingdoms? Is their land larger than yours?”   

The neighbouring cities of Kalneh, Hamath & Gath were all well-known and prosperous. But devastation had come 
upon them because they had been invaded by other armies. This served Amos’ purpose to remind Israel and Judah 
that no city or nation is immune from destruction even though their present position may appear to be solid.

It’s a common human trait to think that bad stuff won’t happen to us. Maybe it’s a sign or symbol of youth. Maybe it’s 
just a hopeful naivety. In the New Zealand wilderness, it’s not uncommon for experienced trampers to get swept away 
by swollen rivers as they attempt to cross - even though they know better. But “bad stuff happens to others” is often 
the mindset, During this COVID-19 shut down, I’ve run into groups of people meeting together contrary to the “bubble” 
rules. Once again, it’s that denial, that entitled sense of immunity, that we can be seduced by. 

Q. Do you sometimes experience this idea that you’d be OK or “she’ll be right” even when the evidence suggests that 
you’re taking a risk and ignoring the signs?

Remember that complacency is “a feeling of smug uncritical satisfaction” or “being unaware of impending danger.” 

Amos expands this thought by naming the mindset and the social habits that accompany those smug people that he’s 
judging. 
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READ AMOS 6:3-7.

“3You put off the day of disaster and bring near a reign of terror. 4You lie on beds adorned with ivory and lounge on 
your couches. You dine on choice lambs and fattened calves. 5You strum away on your harps like David and improvise 
on musical instruments.6You drink wine by the bowlful and use the finest lotions, but you do not grieve over the ruin of 
Joseph.7Therefore you will be among the first to go into exile; your feasting and lounging will end.”

There wouldn’t be a generation that hasn’t created for itself a group of people who have become self-occupied with 
the pleasures of life. Which, in itself, is a blessing that God wants to give. Remember that God’s own people were 
promised a land flowing with milk and honey where grapes and wine freely grow and flow. The produce isn’t the 
problem. The problem is the ignoring of justice that should be for all. God’s blessing should be available for everyone.

Q. Can you see how easy it is to shift from a position of working hard to get ahead to then having an attitude that 
defends your luxury at the expense of others? So, how can we avoid the trap of “smugness”?

The description above of ivory beds, fine couches, fatted meat and bowlfuls of wine offer a picture of exclusivity. It’s at 
this level that God becomes angry. Portions of society should not become removed from or disinterested in the poor. 
Maybe the test for us is to personally identify some people who are really struggling. 

Q. Is it fair to say that if you don’t have people in this struggling category on your radar then you may have subtly of 
intentionally shifted into the disinterested category? 

Amos uses a builder’s tool as his next illustration to challenge Israel and Judah. 

READ AMOS 7:7-9.

“7This is what he showed me: The Lord was standing by a wall that had been built true to plumb, a with a plumb line b 
in his hand. 8And the Lord asked me, “What do you see, Amos?” “A plumb line,” I replied. Then the Lord said, “Look, I am 
setting a plumb line among my people Israel; I will spare them no longer. 9“The high places of Isaac will be destroyed 
and the sanctuaries of Israel will be ruined; with my sword I will rise against the house of Jeroboam.”

The plum line of course measures an accurate line of fall. A straight wall is safe whereas a leaning wall will eventually 
tumble. The illustration is just that simple. Amos wants God’s people to measure themselves against God’s standards.

Q. What are the alternative plum lines we’re tempted to use as a measure in our lives? Write a list that may be public 
or personal temptations to remind yourself of just how prevalent and appealing these alternative plumb lines can be.

Of course, Amos suffered from judgment and was misrepresented because of his lifestyle and prophetic observations 
about Israel and Judah. This was the prophet’s lot in life. However, if we live a prophetic lifestyle, we’ll also be judged 
for going against the flow. 

READ BELOW IN AMOS 7:10-16 HOW AMOS WAS FALSELY ACCUSED AND 
REJECTED.

“10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent a message to Jeroboam king of Israel: “Amos is raising a conspiracy against 
you in the very heart of Israel. The land cannot bear all his words. 11For this is what Amos is saying:
“ ‘Jeroboam will die by the sword,
and Israel will surely go into exile,
away from their native land.’ ”
12Then Amaziah said to Amos, “Get out, you seer! Go back to the land of Judah. Earn your bread there and do your 
prophesying there. 13Don’t prophesy anymore at Bethel, because this is the king’s sanctuary and the temple of the 
kingdom.”
14Amos answered Amaziah, “I was neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet, but I was a shepherd, and I also took care 
of sycamore-fig trees. 15But the Lord took me from tending the flock and said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ 
16Now then, hear the word of the Lord.”

The challenge for all of us to take on during these weeks of lockdown is to ask ourselves whether we’ll emerge from 
our hibernation as better followers of Jesus. Examine, examine, examine is the call of God’s prophet. Don’t become 
complacent but be aware of those in society around you. 
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Q. Who are your friends? How can you identify injustice? What are some practical ways you can avoid becoming 
immune to the cry of the needy, isolated and ignored? 

Remember that Jesus’ own life and values serves as the plumb line for the Christian life. No other plumb line is 
allowed to replace it or we’ll find ourselves serving false gods. A very sobering thought.

End today’s study by reading Philippians 2:1-11. Try paraphrasing it into your own words and turning it into a prayer. 
Have a blessed week. 


