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DATE: APRIL 5TH, 2020
SPEAKER: CRAIG VERNALL, ROB STACEY
WEEK 4 - FAMINE OR RESTORATION
SCRIPTURES: AMOS 8:1-6, 11-14, 9:11-14

Kia ora BBC Whanau, Nau mai, haera mai. Welcome to the last sermon study in this series on the book of Amos.

It’s kind of weird to think that just 2 weeks ago, we probably didn’t think we would need to be isolated in our “bubbles” 
and that we’d be tuning into Church via an online platform. It truly is extraordinary times. How right Craig was when he 
said that 2020 was going to be a year of “Stretchy Stretchy.”

Q. In what ways are you being stretched at the moment? What has been the hardest part? 

Q. Are there aspects of this stretching time that you are enjoying? How so?

Today we are going to get stuck into the last two chapters of the book of Amos.
Over the past few weeks, we have been building a picture of this amazing prophet’s message to Israel, God’s people.

Yes, it’s a message we would rather not hear under our current set of circumstances but it is one that we need to hear. 
It is as important today as it was for God’s people during Amos’ ministry.

There were, as Craig just referred to, a number of critical elements Amos was challenging God’s people and their 
leaders about in terms of their lifestyle and nation choices.
Most of them were to do with the new priorities they had allowed to take center stage in their life. The nation was 
experiencing peace and economic prosperity like never before.

But this blessing of their circumstances had caused them to become a selfish and materialistic culture and as a result 
their priorities shifted. As Craig referred to last week, there were new things creating the “plumb lines” on which they 
were building their lives - individually and corporately.

Amos’ prophecies took aim at those who, in their complacency because of their comfort and prosperity, exploited or 
ignored the plight of the needy. Rob quoted a great talk by John Mark Comer, pastor of Bridgetown Church in Oregon.
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He talked about us, as the Church, living currently in a “Kairos Moment” where nothing is as it was. Kairos can also be 
defined as a decisive point in time. Jesus used the term early in the Gospels when, referring to his death, he said, “My 
time (Kairos) has not come.” 

So, Kairos refers to this key moment in time and all that could emerge from it - the opportunities as well as the 
vulnerabilities.

Q. What do you think could be some opportunities available to us in the midst of this crisis.?
Q. In what ways could we be vulnerable?

Most of us over the last week and half may have heard the story of Sir Isaac Newton who, during the shutdown of 
Cambridge university in 1665 as the Bubonic Plague took hold, used that “Kairos Moment” to apply his less chaotic 
and busy mind to great things.

As legend has it, as he sat pondering, an apple fell from a tree and he came up with the first theory for gravity. 
Amongst other things that Sir Newton applied his mind to during that season was the original formulation of Calculus. 
Little did he know that those two genius moments would eventually lead to space travel and the first man on the 
moon!

Why did Rob share this? Because he want us to ponder this question during our Kairos Moment here and now, from 
March until whenever this isolation period comes to an end: 

Q. How will I allow these unique set of circumstances of isolation, this forced abstinence and of slowing down, to 
create the right priorities in my life, in my family’s life, and not the wrong ones?

That is the enduring challenge of Amos to all believers in chapters 8-9. 

SO, LET’S TAKE A LOOK AT AMOS 8:1-6.

Amos 8:1-6
“This is what the Sovereign Lord showed me: a basket of ripe fruit. 2 “What do you see, Amos?” he asked.
“A basket of ripe fruit,” I answered.
Then the Lord said to me, “The time is ripe for my people Israel; I will spare them no longer.
3 “In that day,” declares the Sovereign Lord, “the songs in the temple will turn to wailing. Many, many bodies—flung 
everywhere! Silence!”
4 Hear this, you who trample the needy
    and do away with the poor of the land,
5 saying,
“When will the New Moon be over
    that we may sell grain,
and the Sabbath be ended
    that we may market wheat?”—
skimping on the measure,
    boosting the price
    and cheating with dishonest scales,
6 buying the poor with silver
    and the needy for a pair of sandals,
    selling even the sweepings with the wheat.”
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Injustice and dishonesty was rife among God’s people. Their circumstances didn’t drive a greater generosity but a 
greater unscrupulous greed. There was hoarding of their materials and a thirsting to rush out of Sabbath rest into 
greater accumulation.

Their circumstances didn’t open their minds to the ways in which God could use them instead their priority became a 
mindset of greater self-preservation. Instead of the opportunity to be restorative they had a famine mindset rather than 
a restorative mindset.

“Who knows what’s around the corner?” “You never know what’s coming.” That’s a famine mindset.

Q. What are some examples of a famine mindset that you may have seen played out during this COVID-19 
pandemic? Why do you think that is?

In Amos’ time, this unique time in history didn’t lead God’s people to use their time of peace and prosperity as 
opportunities to bless and dig deeper into what it means to be God’s people. No, they hoarded and allowed their 
circumstances to prioritise self-preservation and personal gain.

Amos goes on in chapter 8 to challenge their famine mindset with these words in verses 11-14:

Amos 8:11-14
11 “The days are coming,” declares the Sovereign Lord,
    “when I will send a famine through the land—
not a famine of food or a thirst for water,
    but a famine of hearing the words of the Lord.
12 People will stagger from sea to sea
    and wander from north to east,
searching for the word of the Lord,
    but they will not find it.
13 “In that day
“the lovely young women and strong young men
    will faint because of thirst.
14 Those who swear by the sin of Samaria—
    who say, ‘As surely as your god lives, Dan,’
    or, ‘As surely as the god of Beersheba lives’—
    they will fall, never to rise again.”

…………………………………………

Their famine mindset led them away from the word of God. Their circumstances created new priorities and new 
plumb lines. They now had more time to relax. The peace in the land was a rare thing in those days and they had more 
disposable and discretionary money.

Israel had a “new normal.” But instead of it being a time where they could show a greater generosity, maybe even 
simplicity, their mindset was drawn to what could be the next crisis. Israel had strayed in their complacency into false 
idol worship, the kind of whatever-feels-good-rules, way of life.

Injustice was rife and the poor were being oppressed through the unjust scales. Amos says the days are coming of a 
famine of God’s word. The book of Mathew makes it pretty clear that “Man does not live on bread alone but on every 
Word that proceeds from the mouth of God.”

“Nothing more clearly signals the end of Israel than the fact stated in this oracle that it will no longer be given the word 
of God.”  Elizabeth Achtemeier

Q. What a sad prospect! Why do you think God would keep His covenant people from finding His word when they 
seek it?

You see, a famine mindset is one where the word of God has little or no influence on a daily basis. Without the word 
of God, life becomes religiously superficial. Our priorities shift and we can end up playing the game of faith for our 
personal gain and lifestyle rather than living out of that overflow that the Word of Life generates within us.

The Word of God sets the right priorities in our lives.

Q. Do you realize that you have the living, active, and inspired word of God at your fingertips all the time? Read 
Hebrews 4:12; 2 Timothy 3:16-17. 
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Q. Share or journal at time when God’s word spoke to you and set your priorities aright. 

Let’s move to our last passage today in Amos 9 and pick up the last 5 verses in the book because they are like the 
correcting addendum at the end of his work that points to the hope and restoration of the people.

Amos 9:11-15
11 “In that day 
“I will restore David’s fallen shelter—
    I will repair its broken walls
    and restore its ruins—
    and will rebuild it as it used to be,
12 so that they may possess the remnant of Edom
    and all the nations that bear my name,”
declares the Lord, who will do these things.
13 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord,
“when the reaper will be overtaken by the plowman
    and the planter by the one treading grapes.
New wine will drip from the mountains
    and flow from all the hills,
14     and I will bring my people Israel back from exile. 
“They will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them.
    They will plant vineyards and drink their wine;
    they will make gardens and eat their fruit.
15 I will plant Israel in their own land,
    never again to be uprooted
    from the land I have given them,”
says the Lord your God.”

……………………………………….

After 8 chapters of pretty harrowing oracles and judgements we get this promise or hope and restoration. It’s a 
beautiful picture of the world set right….as God would have it be.
It’s repaired and rebuilt and there is an abundance and overflow of agriculture and supply. This is a picture set before 
the people who have let their priorities shape a famine mindset over a restoration mindset. Amos is showing us what a 
shift from famine to restoration looks like and what God’s word in action, with skin on, looks like. 

Our God is a God of Restoration. 

In this season of forced rest, of slowing down, a time of space like most of us have never experienced before:

Q. How will you allow a restorative mindset take priority?

Q. How will you seize this Kairos Moment of forced abstinence to go deeper in the Word and with God? 

Rob shared about a conversation he had with a pastoral friend this week and asked him how this season had 
impacted his church financially. His friend replied, “We don’t want the work of the church to possibly be inhibited by 
our in ability to give if we lose a job or our circumstance financially changes. So we are going to give in advance so the 
church can keep doing what its doing.” This is restorative and not famine mindset thinking.

The challenge for us, after making our way through the Book of Amos, is how will you bring Heaven to Earth during this 
lockdown?

Q. What do you think the poor and the powerless will say of the Church or its people when life inevitably returns to its 
new normal post Covid-19? 

Q. How will you use the opportunity of extra time together as a family to enjoy each other?

Q. How will you allow the forced change of rhythm to restore the ruins in your life? Your marriage? Your family? Your 
neighbourhood?

Q. What are the opportunities that present themselves in this season where God is calling you to live from a 
restorative mindset?
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CRAIG

Benediction
(based on Amos 5)

Today Live from this place with renewed inspiration to do the will..and word of God.
Seek good as your priority, not evil, love and show generosity where you can,
and establish justice, for those who don’t have it.
This the greatest offering we can make;
letting justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever flowing stream.
Go in peace, with love for our neighbors.


