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SPEAKER: CRAIG VERNALL
Q. If you were able to watch Sunday’s sermon, what impacted you the most? Why is that?
Everyone carries a vision of what life could be like. However, this is often clouded by what is rather than what could be.
The Kingdom of God is a vision of God’s life for us. This was carried into our world by Jesus. The vision was lived by
Jesus and passed onto his disciples and followers. We become the carriers of this vision passed on from generation
to generation and held steady by the scriptures and empowered by the Holy Spirit. We are the people of God who hold
fast to this divine picture of what life could be like.
John the Baptist proclaimed a season change. A new season in history where God’s relationship with planet earth was
going to change. The old order will pass away as people hold fast to a new vision.
Q. Describe a time in your life when you held onto something, like a new vision, so strongly that it changed the
direction of your life.
Q. What did you do or action to see that vision of what life could be like come into reality?
John the Baptist punched through the everyday consciousness of people with his overarching statement as he quoted
the prophet Isaiah.
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. Every valley shall be
filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. And all
people will see God’s salvation” Luke 3: 4-6.
Change was coming. The Kingdom of God was near. In Matthew’s Gospel, John the Baptist’s first words are: “Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” Matthew 3:2.
John tells us what the doorway for understanding this new kingdom looks like. The doorway is repentance.
Repentance is turning away from your own goals and seeking to have the values and vision of the kingdom as front
and centre in your life.
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REPENTANCE IS A CALL TO CHANGE.
REPENTANCE IS PERMISSION TO CHANGE.
REPENTANCE IS A VISION TO BECOME SOMEONE DIFFERENT.
REPENTANCE PROVIDES GOD’S POWER TO CHANGE.
REPENTANCE CREATES A WHOLE NEW FUTURE.
THEREFORE, REPENTANCE IS A GIFT FROM GOD.
“Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realising that God’s kindness
is intended to lead you to repentance?” Romans 2:4
Q. Which one those repentance statements listed above impacts you the most? Why is that?
Q. How did you view God’s call to repentance when you were first challenged by this?
Q. Did it seem like God was punishing you or scolding you? Or did you see repentance as a doorway of hope and
opportunity?
Q. What do you think keeps us from viewing repentance as a gift from God?
Repentance is a gift. Why do I say this? You see, when we consider the punishment placed upon Adam and Eve
when they sinned in the Garden of Eden, there was no returning from that punishment. The call to repentance, once
accepted, offers us a whole new world. The Kingdom of God.
Repentance is not just an entry point. But it’s a way of ongoing personal renewal. It’s the way of the kingdom of God
because repentance allows us to continuously lay down our old way of thinking and doing and replace those old ways
with Jesus’ way.
The prophet Jeremiah used a powerful illustration when he spoke to Israel about their need to return to God.

READ JEREMIAH 18:1-6.
“This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “Go down to the potter’s house, and there I will give you my
message.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him working at the wheel. 4 But the pot he was shaping
from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.
5 Then the word of the Lord came to me. 6 He said, “Can I not do with you, Israel, as this potter does?” declares the Lord.
“Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, Israel.”
Repentance is all about Lordship. Who’s the boss? It’s very easy and seemingly very human to place other priorities
upon the centerpiece of your life. Repentance is the mechanism through which our priorities get challenged and
changed and reordered.
Jeremiah’s visual illustration of the pot being reshaped is a very powerful one. Some of you may have had a very
powerful reshaping process occur within your lives. Something where you experienced the strong hand of the potter
caving in the sides of your life to reshape you for a different purpose.
Q. What’s been a “caving in” experiences in your life that’s allowed God to reshape your purpose and destiny?
Q. What did you learn about God during that experience?
Q. What did you learn about yourself?
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FURTHERMORE, JESUS USES THE ILLUSTRATION OF THE GRAPEVINE IN
JOHN 15:1-8.
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch
that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have
spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can
do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked
up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will
be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”
Q. How many times does the phrase “remain in Me” appear in these verses? Why do you think Jesus repeats this
over and over?
Q. Why is “remaining in Jesus” such an important posture for His followers?
As you can see this directive towards repentance is a repeated theme. It carries over from the Old Testament and
refines itself in the New Testament by becoming a matter for the heart to embrace. Not just a matter of keeping the
outward actions looking good. Or polishing the outside of the cup as we might say. But the kingdom of God is a whole
life experience – an abiding, remaining experience.
Only when repentance is embraced as a loving opportunity from God will we ever discover the fullness of the kingdom
of God that’s available to us. Therefore, as we begin to look more closely at the kingdom of God and the vision of
what this can be for our world and for us. We can be prepared to receive all that’s in front of us by repetitively using
repentance as that doorway of discovery, opportunity and blessing.
In the weeks ahead we’ll be discovering afresh the vision and purposes of the Kingdom of God as described by Jesus.
That the Kingdom of God will be:

1. THE REIGN AND RULE OF JESUS CHRIST ON EARTH.
2. THE BLESSINGS THAT FLOW FROM LIVING UNDER JESUS’ LORDSHIP.
3. THE PRESENCE OF THE CHURCH. A PEOPLE SUBJECT TO JESUS’
LORDSHIP.
This study can transform your life by viewing what we learn through the doorway of repentance. Or it can be just a
simple academic muse if we observe what Jesus says without our own engagement.
I believe our world is being dramatically reinvented as we go through this pandemic experience. What it’s being
reinvented to is up to us!
End your time with praying for the needs of those in your Life Groups.
Have a blessed week!
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