SERIES: HIS KINGDOM
DATE: SUNDAY, MAY 3RD, 2020
WEEK 2: THE PARABLE OF THE SOILS
SPEAKERS: ROB STACEY, MONICA CAREY
SCRIPTURE: MATTHEW 13:1-23
Q. If you were able to watch Sunday’s sermon discuss what impacted you the most and why.
Q. What topics just ‘go over your head’ – i.e. you have no clue as to what someone is talking about?
Last week, Pastor Craig opened with a great overview of this theme ‘His Kingdom’ describing it quite aptly as a
kingdom like no other with citizens who demonstrate and live its values. As we get into this second week, let’s begin
today’s study with a short reflection on the essence of a parable.
We are going to spending the next few weeks looking at a number of these powerful rhetorical stories and images as
we build our picture of this kingdom which is like no other. Rob said that when he first became a Christian and began
reading parables it struck him that the illustrations were familiar but also shrouded…that there was a mysterious
element to them. Reading a parable often requires a different set of lenses to understand. Rob said that:
A parable does not tell a truth to a person as much as it helps a person discover the truth.
As Craig shared last week with his image of the feijoa, it’s like trying to describe how something tastes or what the
texture is like especially to people who haven’t eaten them before can be really difficult.
Parables were delivered, like someone delivering a piece of spoken word poetry, as a word picture structured to evoke
a response. Parables are meant to challenge you, push your buttons, cause you to think and to action. But our goal, like
the parables Jesus told, is to build a picture each week helping listeners to discover the truth.
As one scholar said that it’s a bit like being given a map to the heart of maze. The point of the map is to help people
see where they are in the maze and then to help them see how to get where they ought to be. However, for some of
us the reverse is also true. Although we have a map and a picture of where we ought to be ….we must first discover
where we are.
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READ MATTHEW 13:1-17.
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got
into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A
farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it
up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But
when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among
thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred,
sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”
10

The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?”

He replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 12
Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be
taken from them. 13 This is why I speak to them in parables:
11

“Though seeing, they do not see;
though hearing, they do not hear or understand.
14

In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:

“‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding;
you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.
15

For this people’s heart has become calloused;
they hardly hear with their ears,
and they have closed their eyes.

Otherwise they might see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their hearts
and turn, and I would heal them.’
But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. 17 For truly I tell you, many prophets and
righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.
16

Q. Why do you think Jesus used this style of teaching? Why didn’t Jesus speak plainly?
Q. How did the disciples respond to the parable? What does their question imply about how Jesus’ story landed on
the ears of the crowds?
Q. To whom are the secrets of the kingdom given? How are the disciples different from the crowds who come to
Jesus?

READ MATTHEW 13:18:23.
“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the
path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But
since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly
fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the
deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who
hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what
was sown.”
18

Q. Identify the 4 types of soil in this parable and what each represents with regard to a person’s response to God’s
word.
Q. What does the wide distribution of the seed tell us about the nature of God?
Q. In how many of the soils does something grow? Among the soils where something grows, what differentiates the
growth that happens in the good soil from the others?

interested in more? join us on

BBC Life Groups

The third soil Jesus talked about was the thorny soil where the distractions of this world – worries, wealth and
material possessions– crowd out the Word.
Q. What are some potential signs that a person is becoming distracted by the world?
Q. Is there a time in your life when you struggled with life’s worries, wealth or pleasures? What has helped you deal
with these distractions?
Q. What are your present distractions? Has this season of lockdown highlighted any distractions that need to go?
Ponder this great quote from Theologian Klyne Snodgrass who said what it looks like to be someone whose response
is like the good soil in Jesus’ parable:
“To be a disciple of the kingdom means hearing and remaining focused on the message of the kingdom in such a
way that one is defined by it. The key to spiritual formation is the willingness to listen, the practice of the discipline of
listening, and responding appropriately to the received word.”
Q. Give an example of when you have seen this type of response in another person.
Q. As you reflect on the types of soil, which one would best describe the current season of your spiritual life?
Q. What will you do in response to where you are at right now?

FINALLY, READ PSALM 19:7-14 AND PSALM 1:1-3.
The parable of the sower is about our receptiveness and responsiveness to God’s Word. The above passages both
deal with the positive impact the Bible can have in our lives when we are responsive to it. As a group or as a personal
devotional make a list of all the benefits of being receptive to God’s Word that you see in these passages.

END YOUR TIME TOGETHER BY PRAYING ROB’S BENEDICTION:
Lord I am willing......
To receive what You give;
To lack what You withhold;
To relinquish what You take;
To suffer what You inflict;
To be what You require;
To do what You send me to do, and to be what you have called me to be.

May you know the father tending the soil of your life this week
May Jesus gently and lovingly lead you into truth
and the Holy empowering Spirit, give you the courage to chase it down.
Amen

MAY YOU HAVE A BLESSED WEEK. WE ARE PRAYING FOR YOU!
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