SERIES: HIS KINGDOM
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SPEAKER: CRAIG VERNALL
Q. If you were able to watch Sunday’s sermon, what impacted you the most?

Jesus’ ministry included miracles and embracing the marginalised. His ministry destination was the Cross and the
Resurrection. However, his message was to preach about the Kingdom of God.

This was his focus because a miracle without a message is simply a phenomenon.

READ LUKE 4:40-44.
At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he
healed them. 41 Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them
and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Messiah.
40

At daybreak, Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when they came to where he was,
they tried to keep him from leaving them. 43 But he said, “I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the
other towns also, because that is why I was sent.” 44 And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.
42

Q. Why was Jesus’ proclamation about the Kingdom of God so important to him? Couldn’t the deliverance of
demonic oppression and the miracles be enough of a witness in themselves?

Q. Compare Luke 4:42-44 with Matt 8:18 and Mark 1:35-39. What insights about Jesus’ ministry priorities do you
gain from comparing the three passages?
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Q. Why do think Luke added this in his narrative? What can we learn about his act?

To help us understand what the Kingdom of heaven is like it helpful to understand what the Kingdom is not like. This is
seen by what Jesus would challenge or who would challenge him. This came in the form of two groups: The religious
leaders and the political leaders. Surely, Jesus’ message would have been so spectacular at all levels that religious
and political leaders would have embraced Jesus’ ministry.

Q. Why, then, do you think they opposed him instead?

It’s been said that we find it easier to embrace the message of a prophet when they are dead. For example, the
message of social justice by Martin Luther King Jr. The reason why we find it easier to embrace the message of a
dead prophet is because they are no longer challenging us and their message is now defined and assigned to a place
and season in time.

Q. How would you respond to a prophetic voice or a challenging message that was unsettling your present and
possible comfortable reality?

Human nature seems to interpret the world around us as those who are for us or against us. Therefore, power
becomes the underlying issue. Who has it and how do you use it?
The disciples James and John got a lesson in power usage when they wanted to see God’s power poured out in a
revengeful way.

READ LUKE 9:51-56.
As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent
messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not
welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord,
do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he and
his disciples went to another village.
51

The timeline for this event is seen in verse 51. Jesus was heading to Jerusalem for his final journey to the cross. What
must have disappointed Jesus was James and John’s response to the rejection from the Samaritans.

Q. What is this power problem all about? Why do we have a tendency to react this way to those who oppose us?

Q. How would you have felt if you were Jesus especially in light of knowing that the classroom time with the
disciples was coming to an end?

Then, of course, the last supper event must have been heartbreaking for Jesus.

“A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest.”
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Unbelievable, isn’t it? In a matter of hours Jesus will be tortured and crucified. Knowing this, look how Jesus quickly
turned their dispute into a lesson.

READ LUKE 22:25-30.
Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call
themselves Benefactors. 26 But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest,
and the one who rules like the one who serves. 27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves?
Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 28 You are those who have stood by me in
my trials. 29 And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my
table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
25

Q. What can we learn from this passage about Christian leadership? What are the costs and benefits associated with
this leadership style?
Q. How can you begin to exhibit these attributes in your own life? (E.g. work, home, amongst friends and family, etc.)
In what ways can your Life Group pray for you as you begin to live the life of leadership that we are called to live as
followers of Christ?

Challenging the principalities and powers.

In one brief miracle and discussion Jesus reveals how His Kingdom will challenge and ultimately overwhelm the
powers and principalities of this world. Notice how I used the term overwhelm not overthrow. An important distinction
because love can overwhelm but power will overthrow.

READ MATTHEW 21:18-19.
Early in the morning, as Jesus was on his way back to the city, he was hungry. 19 Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went
up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he said to it, “May you never bear fruit again!” Immediately the tree
withered.
18

Jesus was looking for early fruit which he had a right to expect from this particular tree. The fig tree is a symbol of
Israel. Jesus is using this tree as a symbol of the fruitfulness of Israel or a lack of fruit in this particular instance. After
three years of ministry this was Jesus’ way of summarising the Jewish religious leader’s response to his message
and ministry about the kingdom of heaven. A tough call but accurate nonetheless as forty years later the Jerusalem
temple was torn down brick by brick.

Q. Do you think Jesus had the right to expect fruit from the religious leaders of Israel?
Q. What do you think it looks like for a Jesus follower to have “nothing but leaves?”

READ MATTHEW 21:20-22.
20

When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. “How did the fig tree wither so quickly?” they asked.

Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but
also you can say to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and it will be done. 22 If you believe, you will receive
whatever you ask for in prayer.”
21
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Q. If you have time read Mark’s account of what happened in Mark 11:12-26. How does Mark’s account differ? What
did Jesus do? What angered Jesus?

As I explained in my sermon the mountain, in Jesus’ view was the only mountain on the plain outside of Jerusalem
known as the Herodium. This naturally occurring mountain was built upon by thousands of slaves to enhance its
height and to build upon it Herod’s palace.

So, in summary, Jesus was saying that the kingdoms of this world will be cast into the sea by faith and through prayer.

Q. Do you think this is a fair and accurate description of how the Kingdom of God has developed over two thousand
years? Why or why not?

Q. The church has periodically got it wrong during its history by bringing power systems into its methodology. Why
does the church continue to suffer this temptation?

However, when Christian community functions in a healthy way it will change the world.

I described in my sermon how the plagues that affected Europe for over 1000 years became a launch point of ministry
for Christians to be the Church and serve their surrounding community with sacrificial love. It was this love, these
kingdom values, that turned the world upside down. The world’s misery became Heaven’s opportunity.

Q. In this current season of the Covid-19 pandemic do you think we are in this same place again?

Maybe as a way of ending your study time together you could read and meditate upon Jesus’ clearest description of
the Kingdom of God from his sermon on the Mount.

READ MATTHEW 5:3-16.
BY LIVING THIS WAY, THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AMONGST YOU.
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