SERIES: HIS KINGDOM
DATE: SUNDAY, MAY 17TH 2020
SPEAKERS: CRAIG VERNALL, BRITTANY BARTLETT
Let’s jump straight into this sermon study! Remember that the goal is not to answer every question but to engage with
one another and to spark conversation.
Q. If you were able to watch Sunday’s sermon, what impacted you and spoke to you the most?
We are continuing in this series to explore what the Kingdom of God is like and not like. In the passages we will read
today, Jesus told a story in response to a question. In this instance, the question came from Jesus’ follower, Peter.

READ MATTHEW 18:21-22.
Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me?
Up to seven times?”
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Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

Q. What answer do you think Peter was expecting when he asked Jesus if he should forgive his brother up to seven
times?
Q. Who does Peter imply that will sin against him? Is this a reasonable expectation?
Q. Peter’s question shows that he had already learned something about forgiveness. What does his question imply
that he already knew?
Q. How many times did Jesus say we should forgive? What do you think his answer means?
Q. What does forgiveness mean for someone who is a repeat offender?
Teachers in Jesus’ time said that you should forgive your brother up to three or four times. Peter asked if he should
forgive his brother seven times. In Peter’s eyes he thought he was going way beyond the expected forgiveness quota.
But, in essence, Jesus tells Peter to not keep count. Jesus then emphasizes his point by telling the parable of the
master and his servant.
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NOW READ MATTHEW 18:23-35.
The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant
“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the
settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the
master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.
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“At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The
servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.
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“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed
him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.
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“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’

“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other
servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened.
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“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you
begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master
handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.
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This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

35 “

Q. In the parable of the unmerciful servant, what was the purpose in contrasting the huge debt vs the small debt?
Q. What do you think of the master’s judgment in the final scene where he puts him in jail after he reacted to the debt
owed to him? Just or fair?
Q. Are there any effects of un-forgiveness in someone’s life? If so, what?
Q. What effects do you think that forgiveness and un-forgiveness has on a church community?

READ MATTHEW 13:33.
He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty
pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.”
33

In many of the scriptures, yeast is often referred to as sin. But in the parable of the mustard seed and the woman with
the yeast, Jesus is referring to yeast as something that brings about change which permeates through us to make us
stand out, or separates us out from the “crowd.” We have the Holy Spirit permeating through us and in us. but
Q. What is something specific that separates you out? Do you find it easy to show kindness, mercy, undeserved
grace, and often hardest – forgiveness?
In Matthew 16 however, Jesus talks about the yeast of the Pharisees, and how it permeates through them to cause
a negative outcome. They used their freedom to exploit others, therefore limiting or debilitating the grace of God.
They were leaders who misrepresented God, using religious legalism, setting hard hearted rules and too high of an
expectation.
Q. What standards have you set, that you struggle with when others don’t meet your expectations?
Q. What do you struggle with in others that you tend to be judgmental about? What are your personal rules?
It’s not just about being good, or doing everything “right” in the eyes of God, therefore elevating yourself above others,
therefore putting yourself in power over others. Brittany described her struggle with mercy, because she has a strong
sense of justice, but how she works hard at it every day.
Q. What is your issue that you find hardest to deal with, especially in others?
Q. Most of us are slow to forgive and even slower to forget. Why do you think that is?Is there someone in your life that you are struggling to forgive? If you feel comfortable, share that with the group.
End your time together with praying for one another.
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