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Q. Take some time to catch up. How have you seen God at work in your life lately? What has he been teaching you?

Jesus message to us about the Kingdom of God is both simple and profound. Simple inasmuch as it can be
understood by a child. But profound in that it leaves no stone unturned when you choose to make Jesus Lord of
your life. Profound in that we find ourselves examining our life in light of surrendering to the One who is King. At our
request.

Simplicity embraces and rewards us with a knowledge of God. But because Jesus message is easy to understand
we’re also challenged and rebuked by the way it challenges the depths of our soul. By revealing motives and attitudes
that would otherwise go unchallenged. These 2 extremely simple parables from Matthew 13 will do exactly this.

READ MATTHEW 13:44-46.
The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went
and sold all he had and bought that field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went
away and sold everything he had and bought it.”
45
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These stories seem almost identical. Yet they begin from two different starting points.
The first is about a man who stumbled upon treasure. The second is about a merchant who was intentionally looking
for quality pearls. One found treasure accidentally. The other was on a mission to find a certain pearl.

When we’re not even interested in God or Christian faith, we may stumble upon the truth of the Kingdom when we
see it manifest in someone we meet. Someone who surprises us with their view of life and Christian character. They
become like treasure that we’d like to have.

We may also stumble upon God because of circumstances that happen within our life that cause us to realise that
God has been working behind the scene creating a miraculous outcome. Our conclusion becomes that we’ve stumbled
upon God, who like the treasure, wanted to be found.

Q. When you consider your own journey that led you to Jesus, what do you think was the process by which you found
him?

Q. Did you stumble upon him when you weren’t necessarily looking for a savior? Or were you on an intentional
journey of seeking meaning, purpose or revelation which led to Jesus?

Q. Can you think of others who came to Christ within either of these two categories?

Philosopher, Dr Antony Flew’s book “There is a God: How the world’s most notorious Atheist changed his mind,” is
a great example of someone who “sold everything he had” when he reversed his outspoken atheist position and
concluded that God must exist.

This example leads us from the simple understanding of the Gospel message to the profound results that occur when
we then embrace the Lordship of Jesus. The treasure is Jesus.

Jesus’ kingdom will be defined and established with or without our say so. Yet our own agreement that Jesus is our
King will only occur when we surrender everything we own and take hold of the treasure that He is.

A kingdom is defined by having a king. Jesus is our king when we serve him with all that we are and have. Otherwise,
whatever we hold onto in preference to Jesus is actually the king in our life. So, we can call Jesus our king, but if we
have other greater loyalties then Jesus is not king at all.

Q. Can you describe other kings that once competed or still compete for that first priority or place in your life? How
do you overcome those challenges to Jesus’ lordship? (Deep searching question?

Q. If someone asked you your top five priorities in life, what would you say? If that person looked at your calendar,
your bank account, and your screen time, what would they say your priorities are? Would there be a difference
between the lists? Why?

During his ministry years Jesus frequently had connection with people who were wrestling with giving over their
identity to Jesus. Let’s look at two examples from Scripture that typify the challenge that we each face as we seek to
place Jesus at the centre of our lives.
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READ JOHN 3:1-17.
There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader who was a Pharisee. 2 After dark one evening, he came to
speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that God has sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs are evidence
that God is with you.”
3

Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.”

“What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back into his mother’s womb and be born
again?”
4

Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit. 6 Humans
can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. 7 So don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You must
be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or
where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.”
5

9

“How are these things possible?” Nicodemus asked.

Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish teacher, and yet you don’t understand these things? 11 I assure you, we tell
you what we know and have seen, and yet you won’t believe our testimony. 12 But if you don’t believe me when I tell you
about earthly things, how can you possibly believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone to heaven
and returned. But the Son of Man has come down from heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in
the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.
10

“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not
perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.
16

At the beginning of John 3 we find the Pharisee Nicodemus seeking out Jesus at night to have his questions
answered. He was scared of showing genuine interest in Jesus and of being seen to affirm his ministry. Being
embarrassed to align ourselves with Jesus is a sign that the pearl price has yet to be paid.

Q. Nicodemus was a ruler and teacher of Israel. He would have been morally upright, well-respected, and
knowledgeable about the Bible. If Nicodemus needed a new birth to enter into the kingdom of God, what does that
tell us about the human condition?

Nicodemus would have been one of the most respected people of the day, and even he needs to be born again.
This is not a renovation; this is a movement from death to life. The implication about the human condition is that if
Nicodemus needs to be born again to enter into the kingdom of God, how much more do the rest of us. It is unpopular
to say that people are lost without God, but that is the reality the Scriptures teach. It is not a matter of a little bit of selfimprovement; new birth is required.

READ JOHN 19:38-40.
The Burial of Jesus
Afterward Joseph of Arimathea, who had been a secret disciple of Jesus (because he feared the Jewish leaders),
asked Pilate for permission to take down Jesus’ body. When Pilate gave permission, Joseph came and took the body
away. 39 With him came Nicodemus, the man who had come to Jesus at night. He brought about seventy-five pounds of
perfumed ointment made from myrrh and aloes. 40 Following Jewish burial custom, they wrapped Jesus’ body with the
spices in long sheets of linen cloth.
38

Q. Do you think Nicodemus aligned himself with Jesus in the end? Why or why not?
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READ LUKE 18:18-25.
In Luke 18 the rich young ruler was looking for affirmation from Jesus that he was a godly man. Yet Jesus challenged
him at the core of his identity; namely his wealth. When Jesus told him to “sell all he has and give it to the poor then
come follow him” it revealed that the pearl price was yet to be paid by the young man’s affections.

Q. How are you when it comes to your resources? The more we own the more challenging this question seems to
become.

Q. Do your possessions or wealth define you? If so, how?

It appears that many years later the theme of the treasure and the pearl finds its fullness in the apostle Paul as he
writes to the Philippians.

READ PHILIPPIANS 3:5-10.
I was born a true Hebrew of the heritage of Israel as the son of a Jewish man from the tribe of Benjamin. I was
circumcised eight days after my birth and was raised in the strict tradition of Orthodox Judaism, living a separated and
devout life as a Pharisee. 6 And concerning the righteousness of the Torah, no one surpassed me; I was without a peer.
Furthermore, as a fiery defender of the truth, I persecuted the messianic believers with religious zeal.
5

Yet all of the accomplishments that I once took credit for, I’ve now forsaken them and I regard it all as nothing
compared to the delight of experiencing Jesus Christ as my Lord! 8 To truly know him meant letting go of everything
from my past and throwing all my boasting on the garbage heap. It’s all like a pile of manure to me now, so that I may be
enriched in the reality of knowing Jesus Christ and embrace him as Lord in all of his greatness.
7

My passion is to be consumed with him and not clinging to my own “righteousness” based in keeping the written Law.
My “righteousness” will be his, based on the faithfulness of Jesus Christ—the very righteousness that comes from
God. 10 And I continually long to know the wonders of Jesus more fully and to experience the overflowing power of his
resurrection working in me. I will be one with him in his sufferings and I will be one with him in his death.
9

“But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them
garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but
that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith.”

Why don’t you meditate upon or discuss in your Life Group the power of Paul’s language as he describes the value of
his past achievements compared to knowing Jesus.

END YOUR TIME TOGETHER BY PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER.
Have a blessed week!
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