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Hi everyone!
I’m sure, that like me, you’re looking forward to ending this lockdown and getting back to church!
Last week’s message in “The Kingdom” series was about a wedding feast hosted by a king for his son. In Matthew’s
Gospel 22:2-14 we find that what starts off as a very well-known wedding theme quickly becomes a disaster. Invitation
leads to rejection which leads to destruction. Maybe this sounds like a wedding you’ve been to??
Yet, like a Hollywood plot, this wedding takes us through a range of emotions. Once again, we can’t but marvel at
Jesus’ ability to bring simple but yet profound stories to His listeners and readers. His ability to distill the Kingdom of
God message down into a simple parable is quite amazing!

Q. Describe the most lavish wedding you have ever attended or witnessed.

Q. If you were able to watch Sunday’s message, what spoke or challenged you most about Sunday’s message?

READ MATTHEW 22:2-4.
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet
for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to
come.
“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen
and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’
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Q. This is a story of rejection by the would-be guests. But what do you make of the grace that’s extended straight
away by the king by way of a second invitation?

Q. Clearly this parable is about the nation of Israel and their continual rejection of God’s invitation to be His people.
What do you think it is about Israel (or human nature) that causes them to reject the king’s kindness?

READ MATTHEW 22:5-6.
5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6 The rest seized his servants,
mistreated them and killed them.

Once again, the invitation is ignored and people go to work their fields and attend their business.

Q. What surprises me is that the invitees seem more interested in tending to their mundane activities rather than go
to a wedding. What do you think was so attractive about this mundane secular life that would cause this response
rather than attend a beautiful celebration?

The intensity of this parable rises very quickly when the servants of the king are murdered.

Q. Is there an insight into the true heart of hatred that rebellious mankind has towards their Creator here? Or is the
question reading too much into this parable? What are your thoughts?

Of course, the servants represent the prophets and other voices of God that He’s sent to Israel over centuries.

READ MATTHEW 22:7.
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The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.

Q. How do you feel about the king’s response? Does this seem heavy handed or is it a fair reflection of Israel’s
relationship with God and the subsequent judgment that God has placed upon Israel?

Q. Does this give you some deeper insight as to how God views our deliberate rebellion against Him and His
invitations to be part of His story?

At this point you’d accurately suggest that the wedding plans are finished. Most people would cancel the wedding
once the servants and the guests have been killed.

READ MATTHEW 22:8-10.
“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9 So go to the
street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the
people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.
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Q. Why does the king refresh the invitation for the wedding to include anyone that could be found? What does this
say about the king and the son?

You’d think that this parable could end here with this happy celebration taking place in the company of all people
from every walk of life and part of society. But once again, there’s another twist in this tale. Jesus is wanting to make
another very important point.

READ MATTHEW 22:11-14.
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He
asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless.
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“Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
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“For many are invited, but few are chosen.”

Proper attired was required to attend the wedding- and this man wasn’t wearing it. Oftentimes, in this culture, the
wedding host would provide suitable attire for his guests. The man in this parable tried to come to the wedding
dressed in his own clothes, i.e., his own righteousness- his own good deeds- trying to be a good person; but, the
goodness of mankind is filthy rags before our holy God- no one can ever be good enough. Notice everyone else there
was properly attired. This man had rejected the wedding garment provided for him by the king, and instead chose to
remain in his own clothing. It was an enormous insult to the king to refuse to wear garment he provided. So, what is
the wedding garment? The wedding garment is the righteousness of Jesus Christ (righteousness means being right
with, or acceptable to, God).
The apostle Paul wrote, “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness
of God in Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21) This means when we place our faith in Jesus Christ, His righteousness becomes
ours!

Q. What are some ways in which Jesus’ righteousness can be revealed in our lives?

Q. I’d like you to discuss what this part of the parable tells you about God and what this means to you. It’s this point
of accountability to the gracious invitation that should get your personal attention. Particularly given that we now
realise that we’re the ones included within this new guest list of all-comers.

Q. Is there someone who comes to mind that the Holy Spirit has been prompting you to pray for and possibly invite
to your table for a meal? Or church?

Let’s pray that we can serve The King as one of His servants by continuing to invite people to this magnificent and
gracious wedding banquet. Amen!

Have a wonderful week!
Pastor Craig
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