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SERIES: PRODIGAL CHURCH                                                                                                                                           
DATE: SUNDAY, 9 AUGUST 2020
SPEAKER: CRAIG VERNALL        
SERIES TITLE: TOUGH LOVE 
SCRIPTURE: 1 CORINTHIANS 5

As we continue in the series Prodigal Church, based on a letter written by the Apostle Paul to the Corinthian church, we 
see him navigating and dispensing some ‘tough love.’ As their spiritual father, Paul starts to specifically address some 
of the serious issues and dysfunctions that are going on in this church.

Q1. What has been your experience with ‘tough love’ conversations? Was it a conversation given by you or to you?

Craig said that what we think and believe love is, is often defined by the culture around us. In today’s climate love 
equals tolerance.

Q2. In what ways have you seen our current culture’s definition of what love is played out in society? What about in 
the Church?

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 5:1-2.

“It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that even pagans do not tolerate: A man 
is sleeping with his father’s wife. 2 And you are proud! Shouldn’t you rather have gone into mourning and have put out of 
your fellowship the man who has been doing this?”
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Q3. What are the issues that Paul is addressing in these two verses? What were the Corinthians proud about?

Greek culture was new to Paul. Therefore, Paul could see what the Corinthians couldn’t. That being the culture of 
Greece that shaped the Corinthian world view. Greeks divided human beings into 2 parts: the physical and the spiritual 
(Gnosticism). Within this philosophy, the Greeks saw the human body as something to be celebrated as a source for 
pleasure. They celebrated and worshipped the human form as well as serving it’s every desire - food, drink, exercise, 
sex. (Hedonism)

Q4. Have you been around long enough to see the escalation of this pleasure-seeking culture? What are some 
sayings (memes) that capture this philosophy. Eg “If it feels good do it” #YOLO, #FOMO. What others can you add? Is 
it fair to say that these memes/ sayings define the aspirations of our culture?

GRACE GONE WRONG!

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 5:3-5.

3 “For my part, even though I am not physically present, I am with you in spirit. As one who is present with you in this 
way, I have already passed judgment in the name of our Lord Jesus on the one who has been doing this. 4 So when you 
are assembled and I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, 5 hand this man over to Satan for 
the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord.”

How can grace be wrong? Surely any grace given is a good thing? Yet Paul condemned the Corinthian church for 
celebrating this man’s relationship with his step mother. So, it was the church community as a whole that Paul was 
deeply concerned about. If moral problems occur because of wrong thinking about God. How did they all get this 
grace so wrong?

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION READ ROMANS 6:1-2 AND 6:22-23.

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 5:9-11.

“9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 10 not at all meaning the people of this 
world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. 11 
But now I am writing to you that you must not associate with anyone who claims to be a brother or sister but is sexually 
immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do not even eat with such people.”

Paul creates a case for separation from the world. But not to put the church in a place where it’s to judge the world. 

Q5. What does this mean for us? Has the Gloriavale community got it right?
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Q6. How do we live in this tension of being in the world but living by a set of different values?

Q7. How can we engage meaningfully with a society that doesn’t want to live by God’s values?

How can we respectfully bring an alternative voice to a dominant culture? This could be in the lunchroom, the 
boardroom, the university campus, the Mum’s group or the politicians debate. Wherever you are living your life.

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 5:12-13.

“12 What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 13 God will judge 
those outside. “Expel the wicked person from among you.”

For Paul, bringing this judgment upon the Corinthian church was an act of mercy. The man thought he was a Christian 
but his actions were saying something else. This sharp wake-up call was an act of love. 

DO YOU AGREE WITH THIS? WHY OR WHY NOT?

 


