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kia ora & welcome 

Welcome to Bethlehem Baptist Church.

If this is your first time to visit this church or any 
church for that matter, we want you to feel welcomed 

and accepted. Our hope is that you discover 
Bethlehem Baptist Church to be a place you and your 

family can call a spiritual home. 

“Where New Hope is Born” has been our experience 
and remains our desire for you as you start to know 

who we are. 

This booklet will lead you through the vision, values 
and mission of our church. It also describes how you 

can take the next steps to get connected and involved. 
Even though we’re a relatively large community there 

is always a place for everyone to participate in a 
meaningful way.

We’ll be doing everything we can to help you and your 
family settle into the rhythms of worship and service. 

What we’d ask of you is that you keep connected 
with our team to ensure we understand how your 
experience of settling in has been going. We look 

forward serving you and knowing you better during 
this journey.  

Ka pai to koutou ra – Have a nice day!

Senior Pastor
Craig Vernall
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our values
o Tatou Uara

W H A T  W E  L I V E  B Y

Christ-Centred
We look to Jesus as the example for all things we do and say

Prayerful
We start and we finish with prayer, giving thanks to God for all things

Permission-Giving
We encourage each other to create, innovate, and be courageous for the sake of the Kingdom

Servant Leadership
We empower and equip people as they grow and develop others and teams

Encounter
We experience Christ in the Spirit of God who lives in us

Passionate
We are inspired to express our spiritual gifts

Humility
We grow with selflessness and dignity, recognising ourselves in relation to God

Excellence
We always bring our best – to honour God and inspire people

Integrity
We speak truth and sincerity, acting with love and fairness

Generous
We give away freely and abundantly. As is God’s grace

Relational
We love each other sharing thoughts, feelings and needs as we do life together

Bible-Based
We hold to Scripture as God-breathed; useful for teaching, correcting and training

our mission
to taTou Miihana

W H Y  W E  E X I S T

Partnering with God to generously transform lives and society into the 
likeness of Christ in Tauranga, New Zealand and the world

our vision
to MaataU tirohanga
W H E R E  W E ’ R E  G O I N G

We exist to be a community of all ages, a leading light for Jesus, reaching out to grow 
the Kingdom. In this, we will be known for:

Spiritual maturity: grounded in Biblical knowledge, active in our spiritual gifts, prayer and 
evangelism, and focused on local and global initiatives

Growing young leaders who will lead and transition the church into the hands of their own 
generation and beyond

Effective outreach through savvy media, memorable events and community engagement

A church community where all peoples feel at home

Training leaders to serve the body of Christ

Enabling, resourcing and planting other churches throughout New Zealand

The best place for staff to work and volunteers to serve in Tauranga

WHERE NEW HOPE IS BORN

i Te kunenga 
mai o te manako

We are a community that expresses the life of Christ, His work 
of redemption and the hope of grace to humanity



history of bbc
The church you see today grew from humble beginning 
all formed around a desire to follow Jesus and orientate 
our lives around him and his love for us and our wider 
community. We started as a small gathering of people 
meeting for a number of years in the Te Puna Hall under 
the leadership of Tom & Aileen Frew. As the church 
started to grow a decision was made to move our church 
family to Bethlehem Hall and in 1988 Bethlehem Baptist 
Church was born.

These early years were exciting times for the church as 
God began to fill the noisy old hall with new believers. As 
the church grew, we saw the need to develop connections 
with our local community and sought ways to serve 
and love on those around us. We also formed a strong 
ministry partnership with YWAM Marine Reach. This 
relationship helped shape the call that God has on our 
lives to share the news of his great love to every nation 
and people-group.

In 1995, Craig & Michaela Vernall came from Carey 
Baptist College upon Tom Frews retirement (Tom in fact 
continued to serve in full time ministry for another 15 
years and is still a part of the life of BBC)

The church continued to grow and with this growth the 
church leadership at that time felt God leading them to 
take a step of faith which led to land being purchased on 
Bethlehem Road and a building being built. In 2000 the 
BBC you know today moved in its family of 366. Over the 
years the church continued to grow with different building 
projects being entered into as the need arose.

Over the years we have loved seeing many passionate 
people hear the call of God to spend their lives serving 
and loving in various church ministries for the greater 
good of the communities where we live, work, and play in. 

Bethlehem Baptist has always had a high focus on 
families and this has shaped our commitment to provide 
quality weekend and mid-week programs for children, 
teens and young adults. We also place a high priority on 
identifying local and global initiatives and where possible 
lending our hearts, resources and hands to serve as 
needs arise.

We know God has been good to BBC  and we take 
seriously the promise God spoke over Abraham in 
Genesis 12. “We are blessed to be a blessing.” We hope 
our church community will be a blessing to you.



new to faith
tell somebody
If you have more questions regarding your own salvation 
or want to talk to someone about accepting Jesus as 
Lord and Saviour, please contact us. 

contact: care@bethlehem.org.nz

o pick up a bible
Available at the Welcome Desk

God spoke His very words through His people who then wrote what they 
saw and heard. Why wouldn’t we read God’s very words as a form of 
devotion and worship to Him?

In addition, the Bible has practical, reliable truth for all areas of our life.

o prayer
We would love to pray for you, fill out a prayer card or chat to 
one of our team members

Prayer is a lifestyle. A relationship with God that allows us to experience 
God’s presence and leading throughout every day of our life. Jesus said 
“apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15: 5)

We know that life will have seasons of difficulty when you require the 
support of others. Prayer becomes our response as we seek God to 
help us through. So our prayer teams are available to stand with you and 
confidentially support you 

email - prayer@bethlehem.org.nz

visit - bethlehem.org.nz/get-involved/#prayer

o alpha
A series of interactive sessions that explore the basics of the 
Christian faith.

Each session looks at a different question, and is designed to create 
conversation. There’s no pressure and no charge; it’s just an open, 
informal, and honest space to explore life’s big questions together.

email - bbc@bethlehem.org.nz

next steps
So what’s next for you? 

How can we help you navigate life’s wild journey?

o water baptism
If you’ve decided to follow Jesus, water baptism is one of your 
next steps

Baptism is going public about your faith in Jesus and communicating to 
the world your heart-felt commitment to following Him. It’s the next step 
after salvation.

We love celebrating the life change that baptism represents, and we can 
baptise you whenever you’re ready! If you want to be baptised contact us. 

visit - bethlehem.org.nz/get-involved/#baptism

email - bbc@bethlehem.org.nz

learn more
o foundations 1
A series facilitated in someone’s home that will provide a basic 
foundation for new Christians, how to read & understand your 
Bible, prayer & living as a Christian

o foundations 2
Go deeper in the foundations of the Christian faith, studying the 
Bible, prayer and living

grow
You don’t have to try and figure it all out on your own.

BBC offers a range of different life-enriching courses to help you on your 
life journey. Whether it be about marriage, raising children, managing 
money, or questions about Christianity - there are many courses on offer 
for you, why don’t you sign up to one today.

• Pre Marriage Course
• Marriage Course
• Parenting Course
• Money Course
• Women of Purpose
• Alongsider Training
• Conversational English



new to church
meet us
o welcome
Fill out a connect card and drop it in the letterbox or hand it to 
one of our team members at the Welcome Desk. We will then 
get in-touch with you

o explore bbc
If you’ve been with us a short time and are wanting to find out 
more about BBC, or how you can get involved? Then joining 
Explore BBC is the best next step for you! Explore BBC is a 
luncheon where you will get to meet some of our staff and 
elders, hear our vision, history and details about each ministry 
area.

connect
o life group
Mid week small groups that meet around the city where you can 
build relationships with people and learn more about Jesus

It’s easy to feel alone in the crowd. We believe the best way to become 
more like Jesus is through authentic relationships with each other. If you 
aren’t involved in a group, you’re missing out on one of the best avenues 
for spiritual growth and connection to a community.

We do this through Life Groups, small communities of people who love 
each other and who make up our broader community. 

Life Groups: where a big church becomes small.

for more information or to register your interest 

visit - bethlehem.org.nz/groups

email - lifegroups@bethlehem.org.nz

o find your fit
Joining a ministry team is a great way to serve our church and 
our community. Check out the Welcome desk or Find Your Fit 
wall for opportunities

We’re all one big family here at BBC, a family that chooses to present the 
love of Jesus to others through serving one another. We would love to 
help you discover, develop and deploy the gifts and skills God has given 
you for the building of His kingdom.

There’s something for everyone, in many different fields. Everything from 
the Parking Crew to Cafe Baristas, Camera Operators, Greeters, Kids 
Team and more.

for more information or to register your interest

visit - bethlehem.org.nz/findyourfit

email - findyourfit@bethlehem.org.nz

o membership
Membership is important here at BBC. It’s covenanting together 
to live out the vision and mission of our church. It’s a two-way 
partnership.

It’s a bigger commitment from our church family to support 
you, facilitate your growth and spiritually nurture you. And, it’s 
a bigger commitment from you to involve yourself in the life 
of the church – from worship to generosity, to prayer, to Life 
groups, to service.

Come along to our BBC Membership class to find out more

lead
o host a life group
Be involved in hosting a life group for others.

It’s easy to think you’re not qualified to lead. But we believe God has 
placed people in your life that only you have the ability to encourage. Step 
into leadership today and challenge what you think you’re capable of.

You don’t have to have all the right words.

Prepare for your Life Group and facilitate good conversations with 
discussion guides that will walk you step-by-step through the content. 
bethlehem.org.nz/resources

visit - bethlehem.org.nz/groups

email - lifegroups@bethlehem.org.nz

o  join a ministry advisory team

o lead a ministry

next steps
So what’s next for you? 

How can we help you navigate life’s wild journey?



At BBC, we want to partner with you by supporting, resourcing 
and equipping you in your journey as parents and caregivers. 
By providing age appropriate groups and programs, we have 
something for every age and stage to support your child as they 
begin to learn about the wonders of God and friendship with 
Jesus. 

All our volunteers are police-checked, and trained to give your 
children the very best care we can.

We look forward to meeting you and your family, and partnering 
with you in your journey of faith.

o bethlehem baptist kids - under 5
All children aged 0-5 are issued a pager number before coming to their 
respective rooms. If, at any time during the service you’re needed, this 
number will flash on the big middle screen in the auditorium. All our 
volunteers are police- checked, and trained to give your children the very 
best care available.

Babies, newborn - walking

We’ve created a space perfect for nursing babies and their parents. It’s 
a comfortable, and private room, packed full of love, cake, coffee and 
support. The service is live streamed, and upon entering you will be 
welcomed by a volunteer who is there to serve you coffee, to allow you to 
sit back and relax for the service.

Toddlers, 1-2-year-olds

We have created a welcoming space for your toddlers with plenty of age-
appropriate toys to engage these young ones, as well as friendly, capable 
volunteers who want to support you and your toddler as they transition 
into a time away from their family.

Preschool, 3-5-year-olds

Our dedicated team lead the children in an engaging and interactive mat 
time, with lively songs and creatively told stories from the Bible. The 
children then move into a carefully thought out craft, snack time, and free 
play.

visit - bethlehem.org.nz/preschool

email - kids@bethlehem.org.nz

o bethlehem baptist kids - primary age
6 - 11 year olds

BBK Primary is an inviting, vibrant ministry, with caring, faithful leaders 
who are invested in your children’s well-being and their faith journey. 
We aim for your child to experience the presence of God through the 
Word, prayer, worship and time with Him. We help them understand 
their identity as a child of God, how to grow their faith and give them 
opportunities for leadership within our ministry and beyond. And we love 
to have fun while we do it!

visit - bethlehem.org.nz/primary
email - kids@bethlehem.org.nz

o phase - intermediate youth
Have you ever wondered where our intermediate aged youth disappear 
too on a Sunday Morning? Don’t worry; they’re all up in the Phase room 
having an incredible time!
Phase happens every Sunday, and it’s a safe place full of games, fun, 
excitement, creativity, worship, prayer, serving opportunities, relevant 
equipping, teaching and God! 
We also run monthly events, these are great opportunities for young 
people to connect and have fun together.

visit - bethlehem.org.nz/phase
email - phase@bethlehem.org.nz

o bethlehem baptist youth - high school youth
A vibrant program with exciting activities for College aged youth. Meeting 
weekly on Wednesday nights as well as social events throughout 
the year. Our Wednesday program is a mix of corporate worship and 
teaching. Then dividing into small groups to allow for a consistent leader 
to mentor them. 

visit - bethlehem.org.nz/youth
email - youth@bethlehem.org.nz

o bethlehem baptist  young adults
Being a young adult is a time of adventure and challenge. We realise 
that these are vital years of discovery and increasing independence. 
Therefore we’re very intentional about creating support to help our young 
adults make Godly decisions about their work, friendships, faith and 
character. 

visit - bethlehem.org.nz/youngadults
email - youngadults@bethlehem.org.nz

generations



o join a group
It’s easy to feel alone in the crowd. We believe the best way to become 
more like Jesus is through authentic relationships with each other. If you 
aren’t involved in a group, you’re missing out on one of the best avenues 
for spiritual growth and connection to a community.
We do this through Life Groups, small communities of people who love 
each other and who make up our broader community. 

for more information or to register your interest 
visit - bethlehem.org.nz/groups
email - lifegroups@bethlehem.org.nz

o serious coffee - womens group
Wednesday // 9:30am - 11:30am 
In the BBC Cafe. 
We invite you to join us at Serious Coffee as we plunge deeper into Gods 
word, His plan for our lives, and understanding His love, grace and mercy. 
There is a different series that we focus on each term, where you can 
have great coffee, conversation and connection with like minded women.

Any queries please contact Monica Carey 
phone - (07)576-2344 
email - seriouscoffee@bethlehem.org.nz

o encore - seniors group
First and third Tuesday each month, 1:30-3:30pm, at BBC.

Living in hope, growing in grace

Encore is a social group for seniors. Encore is about giving people the 
opportunity to become friends through: Sharing, fellowship, afternoon 
tea, and guest speakers. 

email - encore@bethlehem.org.nz

groups
Life Groups: where a big church becomes small.

BBC has become a witness of Christian love to our city 
and for our people through years of faithful generosity. 
Not only in time and prayer but with our financial 
resources. We’ve always believed that tithing is an 
expression of our faith in God. This allows for us to grow 
in our faith, as we trust God with our personal finances. 
As well we get to partner with the body of Christ as the 
church collectively moves toward further mission and 
service within our region. 

Giving is always between you and God. So we ensure 
confidentiality within our accounting systems to provide 
for this. We encourage you to get a giving receipt number 
to allow a record of your giving for tax purposes. This 
ensures for good stewardship of your finances. We 
publicly report on our church finances twice a year at our 
church business meetings. Or you can find a copy of our 
financial report on the NZ Charities website 

o online giving
Simple and secure. Give a single gift, or schedule recurring giving using 
your checking account, debit, or credit card. 
pushpay.com/g/bethlehemnz

o smart giving
Text bethlehembc to 818. Smart Giving uses industry-leading security 
to protect your personal information, and is never charged to your phone 
bill.

o other ways to give
If you would like to setup an AP for regular giving, or to make a once-off 
donation via internet banking, our account no is: 
(Westpac) 03-0445-0173975-00

If you would like help to set up automatic bank pay, request a tithe 
number or discuss assets you would like to give, please contact 
bbcgiving@bethlehem.org.nz

for more information on giving
visit - bethlehem.org.nz/giving/
email - bbcgiving@bethlehem.org.nz

giving
Your giving is making a difference locally and globally. 

Thank you for supporting our mission.



Below you’ll find a list of ministry outreach groups that allow for 
BBC to be Jesus to our neighbours and beyond. Many of these 
initiatives began with a small idea from someone within our 
church congregation. Faith and prayer meets opportunity and 
ministry is born. So read the descriptions below and ask where 
you could belong.

o Kai Manga
Kai Manga functions as a blessing to people who may need prepared 
meals or a non-perishable grocery hamper. This ministry is run by BBC 
volunteers and is available to us only because of the generosity of 
others. Kai Manga is not a food bank, however our goal is to help people 
connected to BBC and it’s ministries specifically.

o Tallulah
Tallulah is our second-hand clothing shop located on 121 Waihi Road. 
All proceeds from the shop directly support numerous programs & 
community initiatives throughout Tauranga & overseas. Please remember 
us when you are sorting out your clothing at change of season or any 
time. The majority of our clothing supply comes from our church.

o 24/7 Youth
24/7 aims to build a trusting relationship between the church and 
the schools we engage with, support young people, build positive 
relationships with students and staff, cultivate the school spirit, and 
integration with out-of-school activities. We want to provide great youth 
work and education that helps grow healthy, emotionally competent 
and vibrant young people who contribute and are connected with their 
communities.   

Bethlehem Baptist Church is currently running this program in both 
Otumoetai Intermediate School and Bethlehem College.

If you’d love to support or find out more about 24/7 please contact us. 

email - phase@bethlehem.org.nz

o A Night Before Christmas
A Night Before Christmas, the largest free, family event in the Bay of 
Plenty started 25 years ago when a group of friends met on the banks 
of the Wairoa river. They decided since Bethlehem is central to the story 
of the birth of Christ, it would be great if Bethlehem in NZ could become 
central to sharing the beautiful story of Christmas in our part of the 
world. ANBC gathers up amazing local partnered with a headliner act to 
present a night of dance, culture, spoken word, music and fun times to fill 
the night with the joy of Christmas. ANBC is a massive part of the life of 
our church family.

o Place of Hope Counseling Centre
Aims to bring hope, healing and well-being / Mauri ora by providing 
accessible professional support for individuals, couples, families and 
children through counseling and education.

for more information on local initiatives
visit - bethlehem.org.nz/initiatives
email - bbc@bethlehem.org.nz

local initiatives



o essentials
As a church, we believe in:

• God the Father, God the Son Jesus Christ and God the Holy Spirit – 
one God in three persons.

• The true deity and humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ – Jesus is 
fully God and fully human.

• The atonement made on the Cross by our Lord for the sin of the 
world.

• The person of the Holy Spirit as one who sanctifies and who sets 
apart, empowers and imparts spiritual gifts to the church.

• The Bible is the inspired Word of God and is authoritative in all 
matters of faith and practice.

• That salvation comes only through repentance towards God and 
faith in Jesus Christ.

• The immersion of believers as the only scriptural form of baptism.

o aims and functions
As a church, our primary aims and functions are:

• To glorify God and be an expression of His character and Kingdom 
in the world.

• To meet regularly for worship, prayer, biblical teaching, 
encouragement and fellowship.

• To encourage congregational partnership in the mutual care of 
each other’s spiritual and physical well-being.

• To engage in the task of mission to the local community, the 
nation and the world (Matthew 28:19-20)

• In every possible way, to seek to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
and bring them into His church.

what we believe

o Steiger
Steiger is a worldwide mission organisation that is called to reach and 
disciple the ‘secularized global youth culture’ for Jesus. Steiger uses 
art, music and other forms of creativity to present Jesus in a clear and 
relevant way, and establishes a long-term presence in urban centres 
through ongoing outreach, discipleship and church planting.

o Marine Reach Ministries
Marine Reach is a missional community with a shared desire to show God’s 
compassion to all who are overlooked and vulnerable especially in NZ and 
the islands of the South Pacific.  BBC especially focuses the support to 
the island of Vanuatu, and the new mission centre, providing medical care, 
biblical training, discipleship, and supporting the local school. 

o Ruel Foundation
Ruel Foundation is a non-profit organisation dedicated to funding and 
providing surgical care for children in developing nations with physical 
deformities. At the Ruel House, we provide shelter and love for severely 
malnourished children needing emergency medical care, and unwanted 
children who are waiting to be place in loving and accepting homes.

o Sailing with Purpose
A yacht based ministry working in Vanuatu to help those in need through 
community training programs, medical outreaches, and supporting 
Havisgai Betesai School. The Price family are committed to this ministry 
by living and working on their yacht, not only with the mission but 
connecting and encouraging other yachties to do the same - seeing more 
outreach and help go into the region.

o Overseas Missionaries
BBC is also committed to supporting overseas missionaries in various 
locations in The Pacific, Asia and India. These people have the heart and 
passion to serve in ways that help transform communities through living 
and caring for them from a biblical perspective, usually long term.  They 
are our heart and hands globally that we support financially, and through 
care and prayer.  BBC then also loves working alongside those who go 
out for a year or less to support communities that God has laid upon their 
hearts. 

o Short Term Mission Trips
Our philosophy is to “go and make disciples”. We send teams throughout 
the year to different parts of the world to share the love of Jesus through 
practical helps and the Gospel with those who maybe haven’t heard it yet. 
Our BBQ on Sunday mornings helps support these mission initiatives, so 
make sure you buy a snag!

for more information on initiatives
visit - bethlehem.org.nz/initiatives
email - missions@bethlehem.org.nz

global initiatives



contact us
P | 07 576 2344

E | bbc@bethlehem.org.nz
A | 90 Bethlehem Rd, Bethlehem, Tauranga

bethlehem.org.nz
Follow us on bethbapchurch


