
Hi everyone,
 
It's been quite a week. With so many fast-moving decisions being made by the government. Leading us to create a 
fresh way forward that will meet as many needs as we can. 
 
However, we're very grateful to find that the Bay of Plenty region is operating under the Orange light. This means that 
for the vaccinated, there's no limit to meeting together for worship. Wow! 
 
Finally, what a great time to look forward to this weekend.
 
Over the week, we've been considering how we can serve all our people who find themselves on either side of the 
vaccination divide. On Tuesday evening, we hosted a meeting at the church with those who don't have a vaccine pass. 
This was a constructive and insightful evening for all of us. This feedback has allowed us to shape a way forward 
which we trust will provide the best way possible for every Bethlehem Baptist Church attender.
 
The road map below will serve us through till the 16th of January 2022. At that time, we'll evaluate whether our 
strategy is working for all of us and what can be tweaked. 
 
We'll also have the Chapel building work completed by Christmas and the technical fit-out completed by mid-January. 
The Chapels availability will also provide some different options for the New Year.
 

C H U R C H  S E R V I C E S  A T  O R A N G E
 
What you'll find below is our best response to serving the BBC family with meaningful worship services up to and 
including the 16th of January. The first thing you'll note is a change of start times for the Sunday morning services. 
This change will allow us to provide three services within the morning.
 
Sunday worship services from the 5th of December.
 
8:30am. For vaccine pass holders (Vaccinated). No limit on numbers and no registration required.
Full children's ministry program running and Cafe open.
 
10:00am. For vaccine pass holders (Vaccinated). No limit on numbers and no registration required.
Full children’s ministry program running and Cafe open.
  
11:30am. For non-vaccine pass holders or mixed families. This service is limited to a maximum of 50 people and 
requires registration. The children’s ministry program will be running, also limited to 50 kids and requires registration.
No Phase ministry (Intermediate age) will be running. The cafe will be open.
 
6:00pm.  For non-vaccine pass holders or mixed families. This service is limited to a maximum of 50 people and 
requires registration. A limited children's ministry will be running and limited cafe service.
 

P R O T O C O L S
• Those who attend the non-vaccine pass services will need to register online at the BBC website. Due to the limited 

spaces available, we'll need to monitor this to save people from the inconvenience of turning up and finding the 
service is already full.

• We're still required to have everyone scan the Covid tracking QR code as you enter the church.

• Masks are recommended but not required. 

• Anyone attending the vaccine pass services (vaccinated) will need to scan their vaccine pass as they enter the 
church.

 
We need clear pathways for those entering and leaving the building between the 2nd and 3rd services. So that these 
groups don't mix. (Waving and smiling at each other is encouraged) We'll make these exit and entry points clear to you.
 
The government requires our staff and volunteer teams to be vaccinated if serving at the vaccinated service. This 
isn't required of our staff and volunteers for the non vaccinated service. So this may require some rearranging of our 
volunteer teams. So please get in touch with your team leader to talk this through. We have lots of options to help you 
serve.
 



You can see that I've tried to keep this letter brief and uncomplicated. We may find some fishhooks in this process as 
we go forward. But we'll learn this together.
 
As you'll appreciate, we all need to give and receive lots of grace and understanding for each other during these 
unusual times. Please be praying for our church community to know God's leading as together we enjoy this new 
start to Sunday worship. Our goal is to make Christ known and to extend His Kingdom in every way possible. So let us 
approach these changes with a positive attitude and expect to be a blessing to others.
 
I look forward to worshiping with you in the weeks ahead.
 
In His service, with love.
Pastor Craig 
 

 
*Please note that a non-vaccine pass (non-vaccinated) service can still receive people who have a passport. (Are 
vaccinated) 
 
**We have some more decisions to be made concerning our intermediate age youth program. From the age of 12 years, 
the government asks them to be treated in the same category as adults. This means a 12-year-old must be vaccinated 
to attend a vaccinated event, unlike an 11-year-old who doesn't need to be vaccinated. This essentially divides our Phase 
community. So, we'll reach out to the families of those involved in Phase to work through whatever options we can 
create. This is tricky at best, and we'll need your grace and understanding as we work this through.


